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S cee. 


To the READ ER. 


ee Reader, before thou readeſt this Epiſtle, let thy 


beart be free from prejudice 3 and if you knoweſt 

the evil or good that dWels in t hee, thou wilt diſcern 
much of Gods fighting againſt Anger, (-ovetouſneſs, 
and Honor in thi world, and in a fpecial maner 
among ft thoſe: that worſhip not the true God, yet profeſſing high.and 
mighty things; laying open all or moſt of the Hypocriſies, and de- 
ceit of thoſe men now in Power and Authority, or place of Truſt. And 


when I conſider how narrow a path the Parliament walketh in, 1 


tremble, and know not What they would do. Mere it not fax. their pre- 
tended graut fleſhly Army What could they do, or An, 
they flie ? nor can they flie from the preſence of the Lord, who can 


” a # + # 


T reſt jours in him, that 1s 
- Righteons, uſt and Innocent: 
the Peoples true Friend and Servant, 


True Engliſhman. 
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A Letter or an Epiſtle to all well- minded men 
in England, Wales, and Ireland, in ſpecial to the Parliament and 


Army, and more particularly to the Lord General, and my 
Fellow-Souldiers, in, or out of the Army. 


d5 nothing is more dear to us then our Libertics and Free- 
doms, ſo nothing can be more grievous then to have our 
mouthes ſtopped, by the Tyranny of thoſe who are our 
pretended Truſtees (ſometimes fitting at weſftminſier) inſo- 
much, That we muſt not ſpeak of thoſe juſt Rights that 
are our due by the Law of God and Nations, wichout be- 


then the common enemy; nor can we open our mouths 
for impartial Juſtice, but immediately we are [tiled Levellers, and contemnets 


of Authority, and agaisft all Government: Such is the preſent condition and 


revalency of a ſort of men well known, Ambitious to Rule, whoſe pretence 
bach always been for good and Godlineſs, Freedom and Liberty; nay, how 
many glorious Declarations and Remonſtrances, have come from them ? how 
have they rent and broken the Parliament in pieces, &. and made che Nation 
beleeve it was for no other end, but to free che people of England from that 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion they lay under; that fo the Cemmons of England 
might have had a tree and equal yeerly Repreſentative, and an accompt of all 
their Treaſure ? But inſtead of cheſe our undoubted Rights, we are like, if God 
prevent not, to bæ more bound then before; nay, more Tyrannically delt witk- 
al then ever, more oppreſſed then ever: But irs no wonder to me, when I con- 
fider, how craftily the old Foxes have delt with us; and how they kave made us 
cheir Ralking horſes 3 and as I remember,molt of theſe preſent Rulers had little 
Power or Authority about two yeets and a half ſince, but many of them were in 
great fear of their lives , inſomuch, I hat they ſent for particular active men of 
the Army, and made their moan to them, weeping and howling, faying, bat 
ſhall we do to be ſaved alive ? and how ſhall we be able to outcome Charls and 
his faction? Anſwer was made by Corner Jeyce, and others, I you will but 
maße England a free Nation, we will hazard all for your preſer vation. Immedi- 
ately, great and large promiſes were made by them to us, Vows and Proteſta- 
tions, calling Heaven and Earth zo witneſs, They intended to make Exgland a 
free State, and not in the leaſt to ſeck for to ſer up themſelves; if we would but 
now ſt and by them. Theſe great and glorious promiſes made ſome of us a 
night and day, tide and run many a weariſem and chargable journey, and never 
wel e at reſt, until we had removed Charls, and that faction; and no ſooner had 
we done that, but Conſultations were _ how we might be laid aſide, but nor 
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ing declared Traytors, impriſoned, and delt worſe withal 
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| "wholly diſ-Ingaged, leaſt they ſhould 
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able to cary on their defign z and 
after a little more experience, they found the former faction Ike to be too hard 
for them ;, ſent again to ſome of the aRiye ſpirired men in the Army," mi 

great moan, weeping and confeffing what a golden opportunity was Jet ſip, 


more firmly ingaging themſelves then before, That if God would make way 
for them to act once more, what good and glorious things would they do for 


all che people. / and chat we might believe them, I hey told us, how they ſought 


nor themſelves, nor their Kinred, nor did they inter d Lordly Domination over 


the ir fellow Com moners; deſiring us to note them for Hypocrites, if ever they 


made any more Lords in England 3 nor would they except of being Lords 
themſcives, ſhewing how unchriſtianlike this Parliament had demeaned them. 
ſelves towards God and good men, weeping and mourning over thyſe poor 
mean and deſpiſed men that God had made ule of for their deliverance, ſaying 
unto the poor Seuldiery, Y ou are the men that have brougi 4. Ir6nor (| 
mean my ſelf, Comme!) and ſhould I not make you amends te ren theaſand 
times worſe then the Parliament. Afterward exhorting theme Nx to believe him 
again, if he did ever forſaxe them, and cleave to that wrerdhed Parliament, or 
#Miy part thereof. But no ſooner was the great work done, ahdAome great ones 
removed cut of the way; but all former things were torgenen,--nay, the men 
whom God had made moſt inſtrumental, as was confefle dne him ſelf, 


© were afterward by him delt unhumanlike withal, nay, that is not all; for ke hath 


laid ſnares pt ivately to deſtroy poor Cornet Joyce, & he that was his man Spaven, 
beſides many others that he cannot work over to ſerve his K ingly Intereſt. O 


poor General, be no _ deceived, but go forth in the ſtrengtk of God, and 


do what is left undone, leaſt the Lord fmire your heart with trembling and hor- 
ror. Do but read over your Armies Declarations and Remonſtrances, and 


make them good, or diſown them, and ſpeak to us once more in yur wonted 


tenderneſs, otherwiſe ſhall we take it for granted, all lies at your doot; or ſa 

unto us, and the Natien, We ſhall be ſlaves at will; for we ate now but lila 
better, as we may evidently ſee and feel; for as ſoon as any wel- minded cordi- 
al- hearted man of your Army appears for the making good what was held forth: 


by your ſelf and Army; your Officers can prevail with you, ts ttirn him 


or them out of Command, if not kill, impeach, or condemn them; but if 2 
great one, or favorite of a faction, do never fo hainous a crime, he, or they ſhall 
eſcape without puniſhmcnt ; for inſtance, Hammond, late Governor of the ſle of 
VYght , who difobeycd three poſit ive Orders under Hand and Seal from the 
Lord Gexeral, nay, proteſted, if he kad been in the Iſle of YYghr, he would 
have foughr againſt General, and all, even to death, rather then the King ſhould 
have been brought to a tryal, and ſtill difowning this Autherity: notwith- 
ſanding many other things of wait againſt hi n, it impartial Juſtice might be 


had; but inſtcad thereof, he Nill eceives the kKevenues, Rents ot that Gov. rn- 
ment, beſides he hath lately had four or five hundred a yeer given Hm, and his 
' Heirs for ever, by this Parliament. Compare this with the fligoting men to 
death, who never diſowned the Parliament, nor General, but defired theſe 


things might be done which they had engaged for over and'over, by the conſent 


of General, and moſt ef the Officers and Souldiers then in the Army, O 


horrible l who can do leſs then tremble at this hypoerifie, eſpecially: when we 
Ea 8 | | confider 


bent ; ſome for affing wichedh, and others for mot againſt them Bur 
matk and behold how he hath defiled that light of G nb . 
(and for what end is evident) for to be a Load or K ing is now a hexter trade, 
then it was ewo yecrs hnce 3 and if 1 miſtake not, ke hath more power now , 
then ever the Kings of Eg and had, .Firſt, a broken Parliament at his com- 
mand; ſecondly, a new Modled Councel of State z thirdly, 2 General tkat 
does not difpleaſe him; fourthly, AnArmy in Irelan angthex in Eng/and ; 
es many reformed Churches in the City df Leyden. allthis he Makes ſute 
of. Dear friends, and Fellow-Commoners, here is the gloty of gur Freedoms 
locked up in the Boſom of ene man ; here is Eaſe indeed; a Golden Harveſt 
indeed; what not? „ „ i 4:4 
Can we deſire more from this generation er expect leſs, (far, my part not and 
therefore I do no begin to acquielce and lack ſomę ger way, I Knον Ahe Erd 
will not be mocked ; for as he hath, ſo he will bring don f e F Anti- 
chriſt, and daih in peeces the Kingdoms of the Eargh, ane 5 ings and 
Nobles in chains and ferters of Iron, ſaying, Bring cheſe mine. egem ies befgre 
19701 8 : 
me, that I may ſliy them. O haſten, haſten, ye men in pawet, chat fear the 
Lord, and delight in righteouſneſs, Do it in ſince ity, And bmplicity of heat, 
then mall you be out of fear, thin will your enemics,þe at peace wih jon, and 
God will delight to honor you: Redeęm your, time While it is called ta gay, 
and ſet things in order for a free and equal Government, other wiſe Will all 
good mens hearts and affect ions be wholly taken from you, and their prayers 
too. Have you not ſeen what hath deſtroyed your forefathers, nay, men of your 
own Houſe and Army; and do you think you ſhall eſcape, except you leave off 
Jour policy, and immediately dg good to all? no, no, God ill not he mocked. 
his [ thought ny duty ro lay before yqu, in order to ſomething gf a more 
pliiner naruce, that ſo when God will, it mall appear, as my final Tellimasy 
againſt all anrighteouſneſs, and unt ighteous men, though never ſe year and 
dear to me in the fleſh, 
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Te Declevation of bis Excellency t he Lord Generall Fairfax, aud bis genoral Coun- 
cel of Officers , ſhewirg tht:Grounds of the Anmie advance towards the City of 
London, | 


Bing full of fad Avprehenfions — the danger and evil of the 
Aliesty with the K ing, and of any Accommodation with Him, or Raſlitution 
of him thercupon , we did by. our late Namonfiran , ono the. Reaſons and 
Grounds therein cxpre ſſed, make our Application ihereby, unto the preſent 
. Houſe of Commons, that che dangerous <vil of that way might be avoyded,and 
the Peace of che Kingdum ſetled upon more rightewas, ſaſe and hopeful grounds, 
vi. a more equal diſpenſing of Juſtice and H ercy in relation to things done or 
ſußfered in the late Wars, and the eſtabliſting of the future Government of this 
Kingdom upon a ſafe duece ſſion and equal Conſtitution of Parligments,,. and 
that (for the ending of preſent, and avoy ding of future differences) to be 
-xatified by an Agreement and Subſcription of he people chertunto. _ 
e 


| 3 . "19 
This courſe we took, out of our tender care and earneſt deſfre, that abe 


- . 


* of Extremity might beavoyded, and that thoſe matters of higheſt ebncernme 
to the p ique Tntefeſt'of this Nation, might be purſued, ant provided far Ot 
poſſibſe) by thoſe Whoſe proper Worle and Truſt it was. And herein we! were 
' willing to hope that the perſons ſo truſted, or tho Majority of them, might 
poſſib 7 have been either driven into that deſttuctive way, by forcible Impul- 
hons, or lapſed thereinto through ſome Inconſideration, or Miſappreheriforis 
and concelyed Jealouties: And therefore we did carefully deeline the inf ſting 
upon any thing char might continue or rehew any former Jealcuſies or Anityo- 
"ſirles, and kept'bRly to ſuch things as were of neceſſity or advantage to the com- 
mon Cauſe,and of commpn and equal Concernment to thoſe that have engaged 
In ic : Which things we preſſed in the way of Reaſon and Perſwaſion only chat 
might be duly and rimely conſidered. But to our grief we finde, in ſtead of apy 
Satisfaction or a rea{ e Anſwer — they are wholly rejected, wichcut 
any conſideration of whatever Reaſon or Juſt ice might in the things ſer forth 
or prepcunded therein 3; for what leſs can be unde ſtood, when the things pro- 
pounded were mainly for the avoydance of evils appearing in the Treaty with 
che King ꝰ And yet they put off the confideration of thera, till there ſhould Be 
no place left for any conſideration at all: Firſt, lay ing it aſide till Munday laſt, 
by which time the Treaty (as then ſuppoſed) would have been concluded; bur 
| that failing, and two days mote heing added to the I reaty,the confideration ot 
our Remonſtrance on the day appointed, and waved and laid afide ; the, Treaty, 
the mean »hile, going on in the former way and termes, and like to be con. 
cluded the very next day. 1 
Now, though we are far from that preſumption, that thethings ſhould there. 
fore be anſwered or eonlidered, becauſe propounded by us, [ave for the Reaſon, 
Juſtice, or publique Concernment therein; yet, having no Anſwer, or any thing 
mewed us to the contrary, we cannot but upon the grounds Remonſtrared (and 
many more which might be added) remain confident in eur former A ppreke. 
ſions concerning them, And ſeeing the 223 part of thoſe to whom we 
did apply to have as it were, their eyes wilfully ſhur, and cars ſtopt, againſt 
any thing of Light or Reaſon offered to them, we finde no place left for our for- 
mer charitahle ot hopeful Apprchenſions, concerning their error in ſuch evil 
waves zbut remaining ſully aſſuted ef the Canger & deſtructiveneſs thereof, as to 
all choſe publique ends for v hich they were intruſted, and alſo of the juſt advan- 
tage and neceſſity which lye in the things we have propounded and inſiſt on, 
we now ſee-nothing left, to which their engaging and perſiſting in ſuch Ways 
and rejection of theſe better things propounded , can rationally be attribut- 
ed to leſs then a treacherous or corrupt negleS ef, and Apoſtacy frem the 
publique Truſt repoſed in them; although we could with from our ſcules, 
we might yet finde the cont: aty, Nevertheleſs, we do not in theſe things afſume 
a ſtanding Power of Judgement (as of Right or Truft ) to conclude othets 
thereby, acknowledging that to lye mclt propetly in thoſe whom the people. duly 
chooſe and truſt to Judge for them: bur confidering chat ſuch power, whete 
it is, is committed but in I ruſt, aud that neither this, or any other people, did 
ever give up cheir Natural capacities of common Senſe or Reaſon, as to the ends 
and fundamentals of that I ruſt, and that as to the breach of ſuck Truſt, chere 
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is no higher formal. pawer of man in being to Appeal unto for Judgement, in 
ſuck caſe ( as all others concerned in ſuch breaches of Truſt will) ſo as ve an 
not but exerciſe that Common Judgment which in our Natural Capacity is leſt 
to us: And though in ſmaller failers of ſuch Truft, which might be born win 
out hazard of Deſtruction to that Intereſt, and thoſe People, for which eſpec - 
ally the Truſt is, or where the Truſtees were of an indifferent equal conſtituti- 
on in reference to the whole, or where we had an orderly 2ud open way leſt for a 
juſt. ſucceſſion of another for mal and proper Judicature to be appealed unto in 
due time; we ſhould not oppoſe or hold forth our private Judgments to the leaſt 
diſturbance of that — and peaceable nu of Judgment fo eftabliſh ; 
yet in our preſent caſe we are ſo fully convinced of the greatneſs and deſtructive- 
neſs of thoſe evils we have declared againſt, and of the neceſſity and effentiality 
af thoſe better things we have deſired and propounded, and how inconſiſtent it 
is with the publike Truſt, and fundamental ends of it, ſtill ro purſue the one, 
and rejc& the other; as that we dare witk confidence appeal therein to the com- 
mon Judgments of indifferent and uncorrupted men, and to the more rizhte- 
ous Judgment of God above all. | | 

And asthe'incompetency” of this Parliament, in its preſent conſtitution to 

ive an abſolute and concluſive Judgment for the hole, (eſpecially to be the 
ole. Judges of their owne performance, or breach of Truſt ) doth make the 
juſter way for ſuch an Appeal, ſo indeed we ſee no other way left for remedy, in 
regard the preſent unlimitted continuance of this Parliament doth exclude the 
orderly ſucceſſion of any other more equal, formal. indicature of men, to 
which we might hope in due time otherwayes to Appeal. N i 

Ihus then we apprehend our ſelves in the prefent caſe, both neceſſitated to, and 
juſtified in an appeal from this Parliament, in the prefear Conſtitution as it 
ſtands, unto the . judgment ef God and good prop'e 3 and yet in 
the proſecut ion of tkis Appeal, as we ſhall drive it on bur to the ſpeedy obtain 
ing of a mote orderly and equal Jucicature of men, in a juſt Repreſentative, ac. 
cording te our Remonſtrance, (wherein to acquieſce,) ſo in the preſet pro. 
curing of Juſtice with the peoples cafe and quiet. and in the ſettl ing of the 
Kingdom vpon a due, ſafe and hopeful ſuceeſſion of Patlizments, It is our 
hearts defire, and ſhall be our inceavour, that ſo much, both of the matter and 
foi me of the preſent ſarliamentary Authcrity may be preſerved; as can he ſafe, 
or will be uſcful to theſe ends, until a juſt and full Conſtitution thereof, both for 
matter and form(ſuitable to the publike ends it ſerves for) can be introduced. 

And therefore firft, It ſhould be our great rejoycing ( if Gd ſaw it ꝑbod,) 

that the Majority of the preſent Houſe of Commons were become ſenfible of the, 
evil and deſttuctiveneſs of their late way, and would reſolvedly and vigorotiſly 
apply themſclves to the ſpeedy execution of Jaſtice,with the righting and ealing 


of the oppreſſed people, and to a juſt and ſafe ſettlement of the Kingdom upon 


ſuch foundations as have been propounded by us, aud others, for that purpoſe, 
and would for the ſpeedier and ſurer preſecurion of theſe things exclude from 
Communication in their Councels all ſuch corrupt and Apoſtatized Members 
as have appeared hitherto, but to obſtru@ and hinder ſuch matter of Juſtice, 
Safety, and publike Intereſt, and to pervert their Councels a contrary way, and 

have therein ſo ſhamefully both falſified and forfeired their Truſt. 
But however ( if God ſhall not ſee it good to voiſchſafe that mercy to hem and 
155 N the 
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the Kingdom,) we hal, Sund 3.68, that ſa. mamy of ibem aa God hath 


pt upright, and ſhall touch ich a juſt ſenſe of thole rhip nr 
5 2 nl on breach of ruſt,” an - approve: 
their faithfulneſs by withdrawing from thoſe that perſiſt in the guilt tvere-" 


of, tad would apply themſelves to ſuck a poſture, whereby they may ſpeedily 
and effectually proſecute thoſe neceſſary and publike ends, wichout ſuch Inter- | 
ruptiens, Diverſions, or Depravations of their Councels from the reſt, to their 
endleſs trouble, and hazard of the. Kingdom as formerly, and for ſo 

many of them, res God ſhall ſtir up thus to do ; we (hall therein, in 
this caſe of extie nity, look upon them as perfons having materially the chief 
Truſt of the Kingdom remaining in them, and though nor a formal 2 

power to be continued in them or drawn into ordinary Preſidents; yet the bet 


and moſt rightful they can be had, as the preſent Rate and exigence of Affairs 
now ſtand; And we ſhall accordingly own them, adkere te them, and be guid- 
ed by them in their faithful proſecution of that T ruſt, in order unto, and nntil 
the introducing of a mere full and formal power in a juſt Repreſentat ive to be 
\-ecdily endeavored- =o 
Now yct farther to take away all Jealouſies in relation to our ſelves, which 
might withhold or diſcourage any honeſt Members from this courſe, as we have 
the witneſs of God in our hearts, that in theſe proceedings we do net ſeek, . but 
even reſolve we will 577 take advantages to our ſelves , eitker in point of Profit 
or Power; and that it God did open to us a way, wherein with honeſty and 
faithful neſſe to the publique Intereſt, and good people engaged for us, we might 
preſently be diſcharged , ſo as we might not in eur preſent Employments look 
on and be acceory to, yea ſupporters of the Parliament, in the preſent corrupt, 
oppreſſive and deſtruRiveproceedings, we ſhould with rejoycing', and wichour * 
more ado, embrace ſuch a diſcharge, rather then interpoſe in theſe things to out 
own vaſt trouble and kazard 3 ſo if ve could but obtain a rational aſſurance fot 
the effectual proſecution of theſe things we ſhall give any proportionable aflur-i 
ance on our parts, concerning our laying down of Arms, when, and as we 
ſhould he required: But for the 2 » a5-the caſe ftands, we apprehend our 
ſclyes obliged in duty to God, this Kingdom, and good men therein, ꝭ improve 
our utmoſt abilities in all honeſt ways, for the avoiding of theſe great evils we 
have Remonſ: ated , and for the proſecut ion of the good things we have pre- 
| d; aud alſe that ſuch per ſuns who were the Inviters of the late Invaſion 


rom Stet aud the Inſtigaters and Incouragers of the lace Inſurre&ions within: 
hl A 7 7 „ and (chaſe forcible ways failing) have ſtill purſued the ſame 
wicked I 


Jefignes by treacherous and a þ Councels, may be brought to pub- 
lique Juſtice, according to their ſeyeral demcrits, For all theſe ends we are 
now drawing up wich the Army te London, there to follow Providence as God 
ſhall clear our way. | 


By the Appointment of His Excellency. the Lord Fairfax, 
Tord Generall, and his General Conncel of Officers 
held at Windſor. E : 6+ +79 3:4 

ione 134 
John Ruthworth, Secr., 


FINIS. 


— * — * «da 1 


.. 


